A PERIOD OF ARMED TRUCE

propaganda in favor of the Soviet Union among the Kurdish tribes
of Iran, Iraq, and Turkey. After such preliminary activity a secret
treaty was to be concluded between representative Kurdish chieftains
and Russia, providing for mutual assistance. This plan was put into
execution, and Sauj Bulaq (Mahabad) was selected as a center from
which propaganda should radiate. The G.P.U. resident at Tabriz,
Minossian, was chosen to direct this work.37

Watching the activities of groups hostile to the Soviet Union, the
G.P.U. in Iran observed carefully the White Russian exile group
known as The Fraternity of Russian Truth. The Fraternity, which
had its headquarters in Paris, kept a branch office at Pahlavi. Using a
former tsarist colonel by the name of Javahoff as a spy, the G.P.U.
resident in Pahlavi managed to get the secrets of this organization
and to intercept its correspondence regularly.

Apart from these special tasks the G.P.U. had to perform a number
of routine duties. Among these may be mentioned interception of
the correspondence of foreign diplomatic and consular missions, espe-
cially that of the British military attache, Major Fraser,38 and of
British consuls; smuggling of arms and agitators through Khorasan
and Baluchistan to India; spying on Iranian army activities; report-
ing on the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company; and interception of the
correspondence between the Iranian government and its embassies
abroad.

In order to carry out these multifarious tasks an elaborate net-
work of agents was necessary. They were disguised under many trades
and occupations, the Soviet commercial companies in Iran being an
important haven for these men. Agabekov mentioned in his memoirs
the Soviet Oil Syndicate, the Iranian-Soviet cotton trading company
Khlopkom, and the wool trading firm Cherst as agencies whose of-
ficials served often also as G.P.U. agents. These firms were by no
means the only disguise for them. An Armenian Orbeliani, who in
the igso's was Tass correspondent in Teheran, was described by
Agabekov as a secret agent, while a number of officials in the Iranian

37 Agahekov, op. tit., p. 97.

SB Ibid., pp. 83, 109. Major W. A. K. Fraser enjoyed a long and distinguished
career as military attach^ in Iran. Promoted to the rank of Major-General, he
continued in the same capacity throughout the second World War. He was reputed
to have great influence among the tribes of southern Iran.
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